
August 10, 2022
Principal’s Post: A Message from Mrs. Kozlowski

“If we are truly in love with Christ and if we sense how much He loves us, our hearts
will LIGHT up with a joy that is spread to everyone around us.” ~ Pope Francis

Thank you to the many school families that attended, supported and
volunteered at the annual St. Stephen Carnival this past June. The joy of having this
beloved tradition return after the hiatus from Covid was palpable by all who attended.
We are thrilled to announce that the carnival raised $70,000 - a new record!

We are pleased to welcome two more faculty members to the St. Stephen School
community.  Mrs. Meghan Beyea will be our grade 2 teacher and Mr. Andrew Freburger
will be our grade 3 teacher for the 2022/23 school year. Both Mrs. Beyea and Mr.
Freburger come to St. Stephen with experience from other schools in the Archdiocese
and have worked in a variety of grade levels and educational settings. We are blessed
to have our sta�ng complete and will update families with a complete list of all
faculty and sta� shortly.  Please continue to pray for the many schools in our area that
have a significant number of openings that need to be filled prior to the start of the
school year - in the Archdiocese of Baltimore alone, there are still over 250 positions
available to be filled.

We cordially invite all school families to a new event to kick o� the 2022/23
school year. On Friday, August 26 from 9 am until 11 am, we will be hosting a “Sneak A
Peek” event. Students and families in prek through grade 8 are invited to come to
school to find their homeroom classroom, say hello to their teachers and drop o� any
school supplies. Students do not need to wear their uniforms. Families are welcome to
come anytime between the two hour window and should plan on being in their
classrooms for about 10 minutes as there will be paperwork for parents to fill out. If
you are unable to attend, the paperwork will be sent home with your child on the first
day of school. We look forward to seeing our students back on campus on this day!

When you are on campus for “Sneak a Peek”, be sure to look at the new signs
hanging outside of each classroom. The signs showcase the professional degrees and
certifications that our teachers and sta� hold. We want to acknowledge their
professionalism as well as their dedication to their learning and education.

Finally, now is the time to schedule back to school haircuts and to purchase the
remaining uniform items from Flynn & O’Hara. We appreciate your attention to our
haircut and uniform policies. With your fidelity, this allows our teachers to focus on
academics and student learning. Thank you!

Grace and peace,
Mrs. Marianne Kozlowski



Upcoming Events/Dates
New Family Orientation
On August 17, 2022 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in the hall/school gym, families that will be
new to St. Stephen School for the 2022/23 school year are invited to attend a new
family information session with Mrs. Kozlowski, Mrs. Liberto and Mrs. McKernan. The
information session will go over topics that will assist in making the transition to St.
Stephen School smoother for the entire family. While students can attend, this
information session is intended for adults only.

Prek and Kindergarten Meet and Greet: Ice Cream Social
Students and families in prek and kindergarten are invited on Wednesday, August 24,
2022 at 6:00 - 7:00 pm in the school hall/gym for some fellowship and fun. Student
Council will be serving ice cream treats to all those that attend.

NEW EVENT: Sneak a Peek
On Friday, August 26, 2022 from 9:00-11:00 am, students and families in prek
through grade 8 are invited to “Sneak a Peek” at their homeroom classroom, say hello
to their teacher and drop o� school supplies. Students do not need to wear their
uniforms. Families are welcome to come anytime between the two hour window and
should plan on being in their classrooms for about 10 minutes as there will be
paperwork for parents to fill out. If you are unable to attend, the paperwork will be
sent home with your child on the first day of school.

Blessing of the Backpacks
During the masses at St. Stephen Church on August 27 and 28, we will be having a
“Blessing of the Backpacks” as we get ready to begin the new school year. All students
are encouraged to attend Mass in their St. Stephen School uniform and bring their
backpacks. A special blessing will be given to all who attend as we pray for a successful
and faith-filled school year. At the end of Mass, all students who attend will receive a
blessing tag to add to their backpack from Mrs. Kozlowski or Mrs. Liberto. We look
forward to seeing our students and families at Mass on Saturday at 4:30 pm and 6:00
pm, and on Sunday at 7:30 am. 9:00 am, 10:30 am and noon.

First Weeks of the 2022/23 School Year for Kindergarten through Grade 8
Monday, August 29: Early dismissal at noon
Tuesday, August 30: Full day
Wednesday, August 31: Full day with opening prayer service
Thursday, September 1: Full day
Friday, September 2: Early dismissal at noon
Monday, September 5: No school for faculty and students due to Labor Day



**Students and families in prek will follow the gradual entrance schedule distributed
by their teachers for the week of August 29.**

Tuesday, September 6: Aftercare begins
Wednesday, September 7: Back to School Night Presentations for Parents in PreK
through grade 5 at 6:30 pm in the school gym/hall
Thursday, September 8: Back to School Night Presentations for Parents in grades 6-8
at 6:30 pm in the school gym/hall

Update from HSA: Parking Passes
VIP Parking Spots - VIP Parking passes are available for the 2022-2023 school year.
There are a total of 10 passes available at $400 each.  Each pass allows you to park in
the first row during afternoon pick up.  If you are interested in purchasing a VIP pass,
please email Jenn  Virts at Jburke0430@gmail.com. She will confirm your purchase
and payment and will give you instructions about using your VIP parking pass. Thank
you!

Update from Father’s Club: Endless Summer @ Valleybrook Event
Come Join Us! Endless Summer @ Valleybrook, St Stephen Day at Valleybrook Country
Club!
Where: 1810 Valleybrook Dr. Kingsville, MD 21087
When: Saturday September 17th 2022
Time: 1-5pm
Cost: $25 per adult, $15 per child
Join us for one last day of summer fun in the pool. All of the St Stephens community is
welcome. Buy tickets here!

https://ssschool.org/news/endless-summer-at-valleybrook

