
August 3, 2022

Principal’s Post: A Message from Mrs. Kozlowski

“Many plans are in a person’s mind, but the Lord’s purpose will succeed.” Proverbs 19:21

Thank you to the 98 families that submitted responses to the parent survey that was
open during the month of July. I will be sharing the feedback with you in a future Principal Post
as well as with the faculty when they return the week of August 2022. These responses will
guide our planning and anticipated successes in a variety of areas at St. Stephen School.

Last week I welcomed the Baltimore County Police Department as well as the Office of
Risk Management from the Archdiocese of Baltimore to complete a safety and security
assessment of the St. Stephen buildings and campus. This assessment will be used in the
revisions needed for our safety and security plan for the Archdiocese, as well as in obtaining
finances through grants from the state and federal level. When this assessment is finalized, I will
be sharing the information with you. As we partner with the Baltimore County Police Department
this school year, our faculty and staff will be participating in active assailant training in the fall.
We are pleased to have this training available to our faculty and staff to enhance our emergency
protocols.

I am thrilled to share that cafeteria tables are coming to St. Stephen School! Thanks to
the generosity of the HSA and Father’s Club, ten fold down cafeteria tables have been
purchased for use during the two lunch shifts in the school gym/hall. While the tables may not
be here in time for the start of the school year, students in grades 3-5 will be using the tables
during the first lunch shift tand grades 6-8 during the second lunch. We are blessed to have the
financial support of the HSA and Father’s Club for these enhancements for our students during
the school day. Their support is possible due to your support of their events and activities. I
encourage all families to support as many activities and events hosted by the HSA and Father’s
Club this upcoming school year.

Finally, a friendly reminder to keep working on the summer reading and math
requirements as outlined here: https://ssschool.org/resources/summer-reading-math. Also,
please have your children try on their school uniforms and check if they fit and/or are long
enough as so many children grow throughout the summer. This school year we will be issuing
uniform infractions if uniforms are not in alignment with the 2022/23 Student/Parent Handbook.
A physical copy of the revised handbook is being printed and will be distributed to all families so
it can be used as a reference.

I pray that you continue to enjoy these beautiful days of summer as we enter the month
of August and anticipate the start of the new school year.

Grace and peace,
Mrs. Marianne Kozlowski

Upcoming Events/Dates
Sad News
Over the weekend we were informed of the sudden passing of Mrs. Susan Tobias’ husband.

https://ssschool.org/resources/summer-reading-math


Since Mrs. Tobias gave many years of service to St. Stephen as a teacher and assistant
principal, we ask you to hold Mrs. Tobias and their daughters in your prayers and thoughts.  If
you would like to send a card of condolences, please mail it to the school office and we will
make sure the Tobias family receives them.

Used Uniform Sale
On August 6, 2022, the HSA will be hosting a used uniform sale from 10 am until noon in the
school gym/hall. Cash,checks, credit cards and Venmo will be accepted.  If you have uniforms
that no longer fit your child, we will be accepting them on behalf of the HSA for their Used
Uniform Sale during summer office hours during this week only. Please make sure the uniforms
are clean and free from tears and stains.

Calendar Dates and Events for August - December 2022
During the second week of August, a calendar of all events and special days will be released to
families. While these dates can be found on the website calendar, having all of the dates in one
place will assist with your planning and organization for the first half of the school year.

New Family Orientation
On August 17, 2022 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in the hall/school gym, families that will be new to St.
Stephen School for the 2022/23 school year are invited to attend a new family information
session with Mrs. Kozlowski, Mrs. Liberto and Mrs. McKernan. The information session will go
over topics that will assist in making the transition to St. Stephen School smoother for the entire
family. While students can attend, this information session is intended for adults only.

Blessing of the Backpacks
During the masses at St. Stephen Church on August 27 and 28, we will be having a “Blessing of
the Backpacks” as we get ready to begin the new school year. All students are encouraged to
attend Mass in their St. Stephen School uniform and bring their backpacks. At the end of Mass,
students will be called to the front of the church to receive a special blessing as we pray for a
faith-filled and successful school year.

First Weeks of the 2022/23 School Year for Kindergarten through Grade 8
Monday, August 29: Early dismissal at noon
Tuesday, August 30: Full day
Wednesday, August 31: Full day with opening prayer service
Thursday, September 1: Full day
Friday, September 2: Early dismissal at noon
Monday, September 5: No school for faculty and students due to Labor Day
**Students and families in prek will follow the gradual entrance schedule distributed by their
teachers for the week of August 29.**

Tuesday, September 6: Aftercare begins
Wednesday, September 7: Back to School Night Presentations for Parents in PreK through
grade 5 at 6:30 pm in the school gym/hall



Thursday, September 8: Back to School Night Presentations for Parents in grades 6-8 at 6:30
pm in the school gym/hall

Endless Summer @ Valleybrook Event
Come Join Us! Endless Summer @ Valleybrook, St Stephen Day at Valleybrook Country Club!
Where: 1810 Valleybrook Dr. Kingsville, MD 21087
When: Saturday September 17th 2022
Time: 1-5pm
Cost: $25 per adult, $15 per child
Join us for one last day of summer fun in the pool. All of the St Stephens community is
welcome. Buy tickets here!

https://ssschool.org/news/endless-summer-at-valleybrook

