
July 27, 2022

Principal’s Post: A Message from Mrs. Kozlowski

“Patience is the companion of wisdom.” St. Augustine

Thank you to the almost 80 students and families that came to Popsicles with the
Principal last night. It was wonderful to see the community of St. Stephen School alive with
excitement and anticipation for the 2022/23 school year. Many families asked during our
conversations about the two open teaching positions that we have to fill. I asked them, and will
ask the same of all of you, to be patient and trust in the wisdom of the hiring protocols and
practices that we must follow as a school in the Archdiocese of Baltimore.

Regarding technology, I have a number of updates to share with you. Many of these
updates will be found in the Student/Parent Handbook for the 2022/23 school year. All families
will be receiving a hard copy of the handbook at the start of the school year.

● St. Stephen School signed a contract to work with Whiteford Systems for our IT and
networking needs. Whiteford Systems is an approved vendor of the Archdiocese and will
support our faculty and students both in person and in a virtual help desk format. The
first area of need that will be addressed will be connectivity with multiple student devices
in each classroom as well as the impact this has on teacher technology delivery.

● All students and families will be provided with a St. Stephen School technology
agreement that will be signed prior to devices being distributed to students. This
technology agreement will also include the acceptable use policy from the Archdiocese.

● The technology platform of Go Guardian will be used by teachers when students are
working on Chromebooks in the classroom.  Go Guardian allows for filtering of content
as well as alerts to teachers when students are on websites and/or content that is not
connected to their learning in the classroom. Teachers have the ability to see all student
screens in their classroom from their own laptop screen. This platform is being funded
through funding related to EANS that was distributed during the Covid19 pandemic.

● Students in grades 3-8 will receive a Chromebook case (with a shoulder strap) to use
during the school day. This method of safe transportation and care will extend the life of
the Chromebooks. Students will be required to wear the carrying case with the shoulder
strap going across their body when transporting their Chromebook inside. When not in
use in the classroom, Chromebooks must be placed inside the bag. Students will remove
Chromebooks when instructed by the teacher for use. These bags, along with the
Chromebooks, remain property of St. Stephen School and students borrow them for use
during the school year. The Father’s Club has graciously offered to purchase the bags
for the students with their funding coming in November.  I would like to thank the families



that supported the activities and events of the Father’s Club last school year. Because of
your support, the Father’s Club can supply this needed item for our students.

Finally, as we work to streamline communication with families, the HSA and Father’s Club will
begin to release a weekly joint email on Mondays. This email will contain important information
about their upcoming events and meetings, as well as useful information related to their
organizations. This will  be archived on the school’s website, just like the Wednesday Principal
Post emails. The HSA and Father’s Club will now be using emails with the @ssschool.org
domain. All communication for HSA can go through hsa@ssschool.org and all communication
for the Father’s Club can go through fathersclub@ssschool.org. These accounts will be checked
regularly by the executive boards of these groups. We are blessed to have such dedicated
groups of individuals willing to give of their time and talent to support the students, families and
faculty of St. Stephen School.

I pray that you continue to enjoy these beautiful days of summer.
Grace and peace,
Mrs. Marianne Kozlowski

Upcoming Events/Dates
Used Uniform Sale
On August 6, 2022, the HSA will be hosting a used uniform sale from 10 am until noon in the
school gym/hall. Cash,checks, credit cards and Venmo will be accepted.  If you have uniforms
that no longer fit your child, we will be accepting them on behalf of the HSA for their Used
Uniform Sale during summer office hours. Please make sure the uniforms are clean and free
from tears and stains.

Calendar Dates and Events for August - December 2022
During the second week of August, a calendar of all events and special days will be released to
families. While these dates can be found on the website calendar, having all of the dates in one
place will assist with your planning and organization for the first half of the school year.

New Family Orientation
On August 17, 2022 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in the hall/school gym, families that will be new to St.
Stephen School for the 2022/23 school year are invited to attend a new family information
session with Mrs. Kozlowski, Mrs. Liberto and Mrs. McKernan. The information session will go
over topics that will assist in making the transition to St. Stephen School smoother for the entire
family. While students can attend, this information session is intended for adults only.

Blessing of the Backpacks
During the masses at St. Stephen Church on August 27 and 28, we will be having a “Blessing of
the Backpacks” as we get ready to begin the new school year. All students are encouraged to
attend Mass in their St. Stephen School uniform and bring their backpacks. At the end of Mass,
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students will be called to the front of the church to receive a special blessing as we pray for a
faith-filled and successful school year.

Endless Summer @ Valleybrook Event
Come Join Us! Endless Summer @ Valleybrook, St Stephens Day at Valleybrook Country Club!
Where: 1810 Valleybrook Dr. Kingsville, MD 21087
When: Saturday September 17th 2022
Time: 1-5pm
Cost: $25 per adult, $15 per child
Join us for one last day of summer fun in the pool. All of the St Stephens community is
welcome. Buy tickets here!

https://ssschool.org/news/endless-summer-at-valleybrook

