
Middle School Summer Reading Guidelines 

 

You must read two books this summer.  Book A, the first book, is a required selection, while 

Book B, the second book, may be chosen from the list provided. 

 

First Novel: REQUIRED - Book A   
Grade 6: Out of My Mind  by: Sharon M. Draper 

Grade 7:  A Long Walk to Water  by: Linda Sue Park  

Grade 8:  My Brother Sam is Dead  by: Christopher Collier; James Lincoln Collier 

A. It is recommended that you take notes on this novel while you are reading. There will 

be an assessment on the content and various follow-up activities when you return to 

school in September. 

 

Second Novel: CHOOSE ONE - Book B 

A. Choose ONE of the following for your second book.  When making your choice for 

Book B, choose a book based on the summary, your interests, the difficulty of the 

reading material, and your reading ability. Do not choose a book based on the number 

of pages.   

The Westing Game   by: Ellen Raskin 

Orphan Island    by: Laurel Snyder 

The Lions of Little Rock  by: Kristin Sims Levine 

Tangerine    by: Edward Bloor 

The Wednesday Wars   by: Gary D. Schmidt 

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by: Jacqueline Kelly 

Booked    by: Kwame Alexander 

The Shakespeare Stealer  by: Gary Blackwood 

 

B. Complete only one of the two assignments (Poster Project or Written Project) for the 

Book B choice list. A rubric for this assignment is provided, so please use it as a 

checklist to make certain that you have completed all of the required criteria.   

C. When reading the novel, carefully consider the characters, plot, setting, and theme.   

D. When you have completed the novel, complete either the Poster Project or Written 

Project, but not both.  I would recommend taking notes while you read; this will make 

your work on the assignment much easier.  A sample Poster is attached. 

 

 

POSTER PROJECT 

a. Use a 14 ½” X  22” piece of poster board as shown in the sample illustration 

below.   

b. Using a ruler, neatly divide the poster board into eight separate blocks.  Organize 

and label each block as follows: 

 Block 1: Title of Book (underlined) and the author 

 Block 2: Introduction (setting, time, and place) 

 Block 3: Introduction (characters) 

 Block 4: Introduction (main problem or conflict in the story) 

 Block 5: Rising Action 

 Block 6: Climax 

 Block 7: Falling Action 

 Block 8: Conclusion 



c. Review the book you’ve read to determine the characters, the setting, and the five 

plot elements described in the Plotline Guidelines ditto (attached for your 

reference).   

d. In each block on your chart, draw a scene from the book that illustrates the 

appropriate element. 

e. Under each illustration, write a caption to explain how the scene you chose 

corresponds with the title, setting, characters, or plot point. 

f. All illustrations must be drawn by hand; no computer images will be allowed.  

You may handwrite or type the captions.  Be creative! 

 

WRITTEN PROJECT 

a. Follow the format below and type a detailed description of the various plot events 

from the novel.  Use a separate paragraph (minimum of 5 sentences) for each part 

of the plot; label all parts.  

 Paragraph 1: Title of Book (italicized) and the author 

 Paragraph 2: Introduction (setting, time, and place) 

 Paragraph 3: Introduction (characters-minimum of four characters) 

 Paragraph 4: Introduction (main problem or conflict in the story) 

 Paragraph 5: Rising Action 

 Paragraph 6: Climax 

 Paragraph 7: Falling Action 

 Paragraph 8: Conclusion 

b. Review the book you’ve read to determine the characters, the setting, and the five 

plot elements described in the Plotline Guidelines ditto (attached for your 

reference).   

c. In each paragraph, write a description of a scene from the book that best describes 

the appropriate plot element. 

d. Make sure you explain how the scene you are describing corresponds with the 

title, setting, characters, or plot point. 

e. Must be typed.  Use Times New Roman, 12 point font, double-space, 1” margins. 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Name: ____________________________    Grade: _______________________ 

Novel: ___________________________________    Author: _______________________ 

 

Grading Rubric for Book B 

 

1.  Chart accurately represents all five plot elements from the book.  15 __________ 

2.  Artwork is hand-drawn and is neat and colorful, or typed copy is 10 __________ 

 neat and formatted according to directions 

3.  Captions accurately describe the pictures, or the paragraphs  15 __________ 

 accurately reflect the required plot elements 

4.  Spelling, grammar, punctuation.        5 __________ 

5.  Creativity & neatness; submitted on time       5 __________ 

 

 

        Total:       __________ 

                       50 



 



 


