
January 4, 2023
Principal’s Post: A Message from Mrs. Kozlowski

“Only one thing is necessary; Lift up your spirit and love God.” ~ St. Padre Pio

Happy New Year and welcome back to St. Stephen School for 2023! In this
month of January, we will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit of peace and follow Saint
Padre Pio as our model of faith.

Today we welcomed PreK students and teachers to celebrate Mass with our
school community. It was beautiful to have our littlest learners participate in worship
with us. Tomorrow (Thursday) we will acknowledge the funeral of Emeritus Pope
Benedict XVI with the school pausing to pray a decade of the rosary together.

In light of the events that occurred at the NFL game on Monday night, we
wanted to remind everyone that there is an AED in the main school building hanging
on the wall in the gym, and there is an AED in the sacristy of the church. During
Catholic Schools Week 2023, we had already planned on initiating fundraising for
additional AED’s for the other buildings, along with a portable AED for outdoor
events, and other medical safety supplies. We will provide more information
regarding this initiative at the end of this month.

The start of a new calendar year is a good time to revisit policies and
procedures. Please be attentive to your child’s uniform including having  proper
length haircuts, length of skirts/jumpers for girls, no nail polish, and having all pieces
of the uniform clean and tidy. Homework and discipline infractions will continue.
Consider setting expectations with your child about personal accountability with
preparing ahead of time for tests, time management skills, and completing
assignments.

Finally, at the end of this week, we will be sharing  information with you
regarding nominations for Teacher of the Year and summer camps that faculty
members will be hosting at St. Stephen this summer.

Grace and peace,
Mrs. Marianne Kozlowski

Additional Information:
January 6: Purple Friday



To celebrate the Ravens, all students are invited to wear a Ravens t-shirt, sweatshirt,
jersey and/or a PLAIN purple shirt along with their St. Stephen  PE sweatpants and
sneakers/tennis shoes. NO accessories including hats, necklaces, beads, socks, nail
polish and/or hair dye are permitted. If a student chooses to not participate, he/she
must wear their regular Friday uniform. There is no additional charge for
participation.

January 6: Middle School Snowball Dance from 7-9 pm in SSS gym. Ms. Briggs
(abriggs@ssschool.org) and Ms. P (cpolsinelli@ssschool.org) are running the event
and can answer any questions.

January 9 - 20: Winter MAP assessment window
Students in grades 2-8 will take math, reading and language MAP tests online for the
required winter administration. Scores will be shared with families in February as the
MAP seeks to measure growth of a student in academic areas from fall to winter. A
letter of explanation will accompany the scores when they are sent to families.

Looking Ahead:
January 16: No school for students and faculty due to MLK Holiday

January 18: PreK and Kindergarten Parent Visitation Day
We will be hosting a Parent Visitation Day for parents with students in PreK and
Kindergarten on Wednesday, January 18, 2023.  Parents are asked to check in at the
gym door entrance upon arrival after 8:10 am. Parents will be dismissed to the
classrooms from 8:20 am until 9:45 am. At that time, parents and students in the
specific grade levels above will proceed to weekly Mass. At the conclusion of Mass at
about 10:40 am, parents will depart from the church parking lot and students will
return to their classes for the remainder of the day. For space purposes in the
classroom, we ask that these days are limited to parents only. Parents can park in the
church parking lot or the main school lot.  The inclement weather date for this event is
Wednesday, January 25, 2023.  If you will be attending, please fill out the form below
so that we can have name tags printed ahead of time:
https://forms.gle/XSK6anMvAtX5EjRJ9

January 20: Co�ee & Conversations
Mrs. Kozlowski and Mrs. Liberto will be holding their  second“Co�ee and
Conversation” session with parents on Friday, January 20, 2023 from 8:20-8:50 am in
the art room. This session will be on the topics of “Curriculum, Clubs and School
Community Commitments.”  As this session will be held inside the school building,
registration is required so that name tags can be printed ahead of time. If you plan to
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attend, use the following link to register: https://forms.gle/P25MnH1Vg4hi78bW9
We look forward to connecting with our families as we move forward this school year
as “One Body in Christ.”

January 28 & 29: Kick O� to Catholic Schools Week
All students are invited to attend any Mass at St. Stephen or Holy Spirit on Saturday,
January 28 or Sunday, January 29 in their St. Stephen School uniform. We are proud to
be an integral part of the church community. We look forward to seeing our students
and families at all of the Masses.

https://forms.gle/P25MnH1Vg4hi78bW9

