
September 14, 2022
Principal’s Post: A Message from Mrs. Kozlowski

“Sometimes when you wonder why you can’t hear God’s voice during your trials,
remember that the teacher is always quiet during the test.”

This school year the Archdiocese of Baltimore has transitioned to the NWEA
MAP standardized testing platform. MAP will be administered electronically to
students in grades 2-8 in the areas of reading, language and math beginning at the
end of this week, and again in January and April. The purpose of MAP is to show
growth that students are making in the standards associated with those academic
areas. Each test is 40 questions in length and is untimed. While these scores do not
directly impact their report card grade, the data gained helps to showcase strengths
and areas of need for your child and their learning. We encourage you to have a
conversation with your child so that they take the test seriously and to try their best to
show what they know. Of note for middle school students, these test scores from
grades 6-8  are shared with high schools  during the admissions process.

Last week, I shared with you that we are beginning the process of  being
awarded the Safe Schools Maryland designation. The Archdiocese of Baltimore has
recommended that all schools become Safe School certified and we are happy to
comply. One part of this process is to educate parents about this anonymous and free
platform. I just received information that Safe Schools Maryland is hosting virtual
parent information sessions tonight (Wednesday) and tomorrow (Thursday) at
7:00pm. These 30 minute sessions require registration via the following link:
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=20399306&appointmentType
=36637332. I greatly encourage parents to register to learn more about Safe Schools
Maryland. I anticipate more meetings being released in October, but can not confirm
those dates at this time.

Finally, we are thrilled that our teachers are such an integral part of our St.
Stephen family and that you often see them outside of the classroom in the greater
community. When you have questions or concerns regarding an aspect of your child
and/or their learning, please speak with the teacher via email or during the school day.
Texting, messaging and speaking with teachers when they are participating as
members of the greater community does not allow for their professionalism or
individual attention to be given to you. Thank you in advance for this.

Grace and peace,
Mrs. Marianne Kozlowski
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Update from Ms. Thamert: Join the BAND!
It’s band registration time! Our band program is well known for its quality music
instruction and its award winning bands. I led a band demonstration on Tuesday for
students in grades 4-8, and will be reaching out via email/phone to assist those who
are interested in registering. For more information about the band program, please
click on the following or contact Mrs. Thamert at knightchic@aol.com or 410 486
4322.

● Mrs. Thamert's Website
● Registration Form
● Instrumental rental info can be found on Mrs. Thamert’s website
● Band Interest Form

Please join Mrs. Thamert via Zoom to learn more about band registration, rentals, and
schedule during one of the following sessions using the following Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82852828321

● Session 1: Wednesday, Sept. 7:30 p.m.
● Session 2: Thursday, Sept. 8 8:30 p.m.

Update from Mrs. Tenaro: Aftercare
A reminder to families who are using the “drop in option” for Aftercare or if there is a
change to your day,  please email your child’s homeroom teacher, Mrs. Shannon Anoia
(sanoia@ssschool.org) and me (stenaro@ssschool.org) as soon as possible during the
school day to alert us to changes.  I am looking for some donations to enhance our
Aftercare program. If you have any of the items below and would be willing to donate
them, it would be greatly appreciated. I can be reached at stenaro@ssschool.org
Thank you for your support!

● Playdough canisters
● Board games and/or decks of cards, card games
● Small dry erase boards and markers
● Coloring books

Update from Mrs. McKernan: Like our Facebook Ra�e Page!

Did you know that we have a Facebook page dedicated to ongoing virtual ra�es?
These ra�es happen throughout the year and help raise money for our schools annual
appeal that benefits our students and families! The prizes vary from 50/50 drawings,
to solo stoves, yetis, tuition discounts, etc. Make sure to like the @sssra�es page and
share! The first ra�e is happening next week!

Update for High School Admissions Process
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The HSPT registration portal is now open. Parents of 8th graders are encouraged to
register ASAP for the test that will be administered to your child on Wednesday,
November 30 during the school day. The registration can be accessed here:
https://stsusers.com/stsusers/registration/static/baltimore.php. The Google Form to
indicate when your child will be attending a Shadow Day can be accessed here:
https://forms.gle/ZzWY58k5852P9qra8. Please see the email that was sent on
September 12 for additional information.

Upcoming Events/Dates
Saturday, September 17: Endless Summer Event at Valleybrook. Buy tickets here

Monday, September 19: Purple Monday. To celebrate the Ravens, all students are
invited to wear a Ravens tshirt, sweatshirt, jersey and/or a PLAIN purple shirt along
with their St. Stephen PE shorts or PE sweatpants and sneakers/tennis shoes. NO
accessories including hats, necklaces, beads, socks, nail polish and/or hair dye are
permitted. If a student chooses to not participate, he/she must wear their regular
Monday uniform.

September 23 and 26: Hearing and Vision Screening

September 29: Spirit Day. Students may wear SSS logo clothing that was purchased
through the Spirit Wear store or athletic clothing (soccer jersey, cross country shirt)
with the SSS logo. Students can wear SSS PE shorts or PE sweatpants.  Hats are not
permitted on Spirit Wear days. If a student chooses to not participate, he/she must
wear their regular Thursday uniform.

September 30: Band lessons begin

October 1 and 2: Students and families are encouraged to attend Mass this weekend at
St. Stephen Church or Holy Spirit as there is a special collection for St. Stephen School
scheduled with the envelopes. Any students who wear their school uniforms to Mass
this weekend will receive a special coupon with a surprise listed on it. Thank you in
advance for planning to attend Mass at St. Stephen on Saturday at 4:30 or 6:00 pm, or
Sunday at 7:30 am, 9 am, 10:30 am, 11 am (gym/hall), noon. Masses will also be
celebrated at Holy Spirit on Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 10 am.
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